Akbar the Unifier                                            m

magnanimity towards the conquered by forbidding all
exhibition of cruelty and vandalism on the part
of his troops. This was no less an act of humanity
and large-heartedness than a fine stroke of states-
manship which won the hearts as well as the bodies
of the conquered and made for peace, security and
stability in his kingdom.

The builder of an empire, Akbar felt the need of
political unity in it, and his constant concern was to
consolidate his whole dominion into an inviolable
integrity that would render it safe from all
forces of disruption, and make it possible for the peo-
ple to progress unimpededly in all directions. Akbar
appropriated a&jagtrs and converted them into Crown
lands as a step among others towards centralising his
authority which was politically indispensable. But
his success in bringing about the unity that existed in
his empire came largely as a result of the way in which
he gave form to his conviction that peace and goodwill
are the strongest foundation of an empire. Babar and
Sher Shah had tried to base their administration on
this idea; but it was left to Akbar to make it the very
guiding principle of bis rule. His declaration of Sulh~
i-kul (universal peace) at a time when in Europe the
principle enforced was cujus regio ejus religio (as is the
religion, such is the region), sprang from a soul that
knew and lived the noblest ideals of kingship. The
emperor proclaimed: "A monarch is a pre-eminent
representative of God. Upon his conduct depends the
efficiency of any course of action. His gratitude to his